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This History Tour uses material provided by Sue Speck, the school historian, and provides 
images and text about Norwood Boys’ Technical School and Marryatville High School. 
Although Marryatville High School is 30 years old in 2006 it has a heritage which goes 
back to 1877 and is the modern day incarnation of Norwood Boys Technical High School 
and Kensington & Norwood Girls High School. 

•	 	1942	Mr	Cliff	Rooney	appointed	Headmaster	of	Norwood	Junior	Technical	High	
School.	Mr	Rooney	negotiated	purchase	of	land	where	school	is	now	located.

•	 1944	Land	purchase	of	20	acres	completed	-	not	including	“Eden	Park”.
•	 1950	Work	commences	on	Workshop	block.
•	 1953	Classroom	block	(Eastern	end	of	main	building)	opened.
•	 	1954	“The	Stables”	refurbished	for	library	and	canteen.	Back	playing	fields	graded,	cricket	nets	and	tennis	

courts made.
•	 	1956	School	declared	Class	1	boys	Technical	School.	Front	oval	planted,	wooden	buildings	brought	in.
•	 1958	Mr	Rooney	appointed	Superintendent.	Central	and	Western	wings	begun.
•	 1961	Mr	P	B	Hilbig	appointed	as	Headmaster.	Official	opening	of	the	school	in	May.
•	 1964	Mr	R	M	Macpherson	appointed	as	Headmaster.
•	 1965	Mr	Norman	Dowdy	appointed	as	Headmaster.
•	 1969	Headmaster	Dowdy	retires.	Mr	G	B	Payne	appointed.
•	 1974	Renamed	Marryatville	Boys	High	School.
•	 	1975	Amalgamation	with	Kensington	&	Norwood	Girls	High	School,	Mr	Glen	McArthur	

appointed	as	new	Principal.
•	 1976	Special	Interest	Music	School	opened.
•	 1977	Girls	Move	to	Marryatville.
•	 1985	Gym	opened.
•	 1987	Music	Tour	to	Europe.
•	 1990	Music	Tour	to	Europe.
•	 1992	Ms	Kate	Castine	appointed	as	Principal.
•	 1993	Eden	Park	became	campus	for	final	year		  
 students.
•	 1994	New	Music	Suite	opened.
•	 1996	Special	Tennis	Program	introduced.
•	 1998	First	Drama	performance	of	the	Werk	collective.
•	 1999	Overseas	Drama	tour	to	Singapore.
•	 2001	Overseas	Music	tour	to	Europe.
•	 2002	SA	Great	Winner	for	Music.
•	 2002	Shortlisted	for	Best	Schools’	award	in	The	Australian.
•	 	2003	School	internationally	accredited	by	CIS	&	DECS.	New	tennis	courts	and	year	8	classrooms	

completed.
•	 2004	Mr	Mark	Leahy	appointed	as	Principal.	Music	tour	to	UK	and	USA
•	 2005	The	Forge	Marryatville	High	School	Performing	Arts	Centre	opened.
•	 	2006	30th	Anniversary	of	Marryatville	High	School,	Baltic	Tour	where	choir	wins	10th	International	Choir	

Festival	Tallinn	2007	in	Estonia.
•	 2007	Tennis	courts	redeveloped..

History of the Marryatville site
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1877-1942

The	history	of	Marryatville	High	School	is	significant	in	the	larger	picture	of	State	Education.
The	school	traces	its	roots	back	to	Norwood	Model	School	on	Osmond	Terrace	Norwood,	which	was	opened	in	
1877	soon	after	the	1875	Act	which	provided	for	State	funding	of	school	buildings	and	compulsory	education	
for	children	aged	7	 to	13	years.	Some	older	boys	 left	 the	site	when	Norwood	High	School	opened	 in	1910	
but continuation classes for students, both boys and girls, who would not pursue a purely academic education, 
were	still	provided	by	the	Central	School	under	the	headmaster	of	the	primary	school,	Mr	Naderbaum.	With	the	
establishment	of	a	Technical	Department	in	1940,	Central	Schools	were	abolished	and	then	called	Junior	Technical	
Schools.

The	 ideals	 for	 the	 new	 school	 expressed	 in	May	1942	by	Miss	Gibson,	 school	 inspector,	 have	been	carried	
through to the modern school with periodic major changes in delivery reflecting changes in society. 

“The	hope	is	that	all	that	was	finest	in	the	Central	School	will	live	on	in	the	Junior	Technical.	Still	must	there	be	the	
same	ideals,	still	the	same	high	purpose,	still	the	same	insistence	on	respect	for	“all	things	that	are	lovely	and	of	
good	repute.”	Side	by	side	with	emphasis	on	aesthetic	values	will	go	training	in	practical	skills;	exercise	of	initiative	
and	resource;	development	of	poise	in	contact	with	others.	In	short,	the	aim	must	continue	to	be	the	harmonious	
development of boys and girls who will later take their place as intelligent men and women with a sense of 
responsibility	towards	their	fellow	citizens.”

THe educaTion GazeTTe May 15, 1942
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The	Badge	is	not	merely	a	decoration	of	attractive	design	but	has	a	deeper	significance	which	
should be realised by those who wear it.

The winged torch of knowledge and freedom is associated with a square which serves not only to indicate the 
technical	bias	of	the	curriculum	of	the	school,	but	also	symbolises	qualities	of	exactness,	truth	and	“square	dealing’	
The union of these principles gives us an ideal of service which it is hoped will become the established motto of the 
school and those who pass through it.

deceMber 1946, norwood boyS TecHnical ScHool MaGazine 
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An appreciation of Marryatville School cannot be separated from an understanding of the grounds’ natural beauty.
First	Creek	crosses	the	site,	winding	between	magnificent	River	Red	Gums,	(eucalyptus	camaldulensis),	remnants	of	
the dense eucalypt forest, which once covered the area.

Today these unique grounds are actively valued by the school, with conservation and management plans in place 
with regard to the trees in our care. The creek area is in the process of rehabilitation involving the removal of 
invasive weed and tree species and the replanting of native reeds and plants to protect the banks and create a 
natural aquatic environment. The new music centre has been designed not only to harmonise with the heritage 
stable	block	but	also	to	avoid	the	removal	of	the	mature	Red	Gums	nearby,	with	the	result	that	a	wonderful	backdrop	
of native vegetation is viewed from every window.

“This	great	forest	of	red	and	blue	gum	is	described	by	one	who	well	remembers	it	as	the	most	beautiful	he	has	ever	
seen.”...”Here	and	there	today	can	be	seen	the	remains	of	this	noble	collection	of	trees,	one	of	immense	girth	stands	
in	William	Street,	near	Osmond	Terrace,	another	in	front	of	Mr	Scarfe’s	new	mansion	on	the	Marryatville	Road”.

“In	its	southern	part,	and	at	Marryatville	especially,	with	the	hills	as	a	background,	the	scenery	is	peaceful	and	
rustic, and makes one almost indulge in the wish that in the years to come the extension of settlement and the 
increase in population will not result in further cutting up the land, which seems as a link between the present and 
the	past,	and	which	forms	so	fair	and	picturesque	a	scene.”

Fifty	Years	History	of	the	Town	of	Kensington	and	Norwood	July	1853,	to	July	1903.	
(Facsimile	edition)	P13

THe educaTion GazeTTe May 15, 1942

MARRYATVILLE HIGH SCHOO
L

The Marryatville site



Norwood	 Boys	 Junior	 Technical	 School	was	 based	 in	 The	Annexe	 on	 the	Osmond	 Terrace	 site.	 In	 1942	Mr	
C.	Rooney	was	appointed	headmaster	of	the	Class	III	 Junior	Technical	School	which	occupied	4	classrooms,	1	
improvised	science	room,	1	art	room	and	2	workshops.	There	was	an	enrolment	of	190	and	a	staff	of	10.

It	was	apparent	even	at	that	stage	that	a	larger	site	was	needed	for	the	rapidly	growing	school.	After	a	great	deal	
of	negotiations	by	the	headmaster	and	School	Council,	in	1944	the	Education	Department	bought	20	acres	of	the	
Scarfe	Estate,	on	Kensington	Road	at	Marryatville	as	a	new	site	for	the	school.

The	girls’	school	continued	at	the	Osmond	Terrace	site	until	1963	when	it	moved	into	the	old	Norwood	Boys	High	
site	at	Lossie	Street.	
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annexe

Eventually	the	two	Technical	schools	were	reunited	in	
1976	when	Marryatville	High	School	was	formed.



GeorGe and SaraH brunSkill

Marryatville	 High	 School	 on	 Kensington	 Road	 at	 Marryatville	 occupies	 part	 of	
Section	290,	which	was	first	 leased	 from	 the	South	Australia	Company	and	first	
settled	in	1839.

George and Sarah Brunskill leased the northern part of the section. The southern half 
was	leased	by	the	Reed	family	(the	school’s	rear	ovals	are	from	this	section).

Apart from clearing and farming the land, The Brunskills soon set about producing 
bricks	from	the	good	quality	clay	they	found	on	their	property	and	built	a	fine	two-
storey	house.	Lack	of	capital	led	them	to	lease	the	house	and	build	a	cottage	near	
the	brickworks	where	Second	Creek	crossed	the	property.

With	the	tightening	of	credit,	in	1848	George	passed	the	lease	to	twenty	acres	on	
the eastern side of his property to the bank in expiation of his debt. This land was 
subdivided and became the suburb of Marryatville. He also relinquished the lease 
on	one	acre	fronting	Kensington	Road	enabling	it	to	be	conveyed	to	the	Anglican	
Church	by	the	South	Australia	Company	for	the	building	of	St	Matthew’s	Church.

George Brunskill formed the Adelaide and Suburban Building Society 
and he became a corn factor in Grenfell Street.

On	gaining	the	freehold	to	his	land	in	1850	at	a	cost	of	250	pounds,	George	sold	off	part	for	housing.	At	that	time	
the	family	was	living	in	their	third	house	encircled	by	the	26	acres	of	Sandford	Park	on	the	site	of	the	present	day	
Eden	Park	mansion	where	they	remained	for	ten	years	and	raised	their	son	George	and	seven	daughters.

In	1857	the	family	moved	to	Greenock	Creek	to	run	a	grain	store.	George	speculated	on	a	land	subdivision	at	
Greenock to which he gave his name.

Bailliere’s	South	Australian	Gazetteer	(1866),	has	the	following	entry;	“Brunskill	(Co.	Light)	is	a	small	agricultural	
village	adjoining	the	township	of	Greenock,	on	its	S.	side	and	consisting	of	4	residences	with	a	population	of	28	
persons.	It	is	in	the	hundred	of	Nuriootpa.”

The	land	speculation	was	not	a	success,	the	family	returned	to	Kensington	in	1863	in	a	much-reduced	state	and	in	
1866 George died.

Sarah	and	the	daughters	commenced	teaching	and	over	a	period	of	time	became	comfortably	off.	By	1874	they	
had moved to Semaphore to a pleasant house and several of the girls had a school there. 

Sarah	Brunskill	lived	to	the	grand	old	age	of	eighty-seven	and	was	said	to	be	the	finest	whist	
player in the colony. 

MARRYATVILLE HIGH SCHOO
L

The Site: The Brunskills



In	1947	The	Premier	announced	on	July	11th	that	the	Government	would	provide	£25,000	to	build	four	classrooms	
and	four	workshops	on	the	new	site	at	Kensington.	Work	was	classed	as	urgent	because	on	the	Osmond	Terrace	
site	there	were	1400	pupils	on	less	than	four	acres.

In	December	1948	plans	for	workshops	and	a	classroom	block	were	discussed	in	Parliament.	At	this	time	Members	
would	have	been	aware	of	the	findings	of	the	Education	Inquiry	Committee	findings	which	pointed	out	that	there	
were	8,270	births	 in	 South	Australia	 in	1935	 compared	with	16,317	 in	1947	 representing...“year	 by	 year	
a	 swelling	 tide	of	 children”	 entering	 the	 education	 system,	 requiring	 the	provision	of	 extra	buildings	and	 staff.	
Parliamentary	Papers	1949	On	23rd	June	1949	Parliament	approved	the	construction	of	a	workshop	block	and	a	
classroom	block	at	“Eden	Park”	at	an	estimated	cost	of	£48,659.	

On	8th	April	1950	tenders	were	called	and	on	10th	July	Cabinet	accepted	the	tender	of	A.N.	Baulderstone	Ltd	
at	a	reported	contract	price	of	£57,000	for	the	construction	of	a	workshop	block	and	6	classrooms,	part	of	a	two	
storey	classroom	block.	Work	began	in	October.	“Now	the	walls	are	beginning	to	rise,	we	have	the	satisfaction	of	
knowing	that	what	for	so	long	has	been	wishful	thinking	is	at	last	beginning	to	take	shape”.	(Mr	Rooney,	December,	
1950)

“When	approval	was	eventually	given	for	the	new	main	building	I	was	asked	to	meet	Mr	Lees,	The	Senior	Architect	
for	the	Architect	in	Chief’s	Department	to	meet	me	on	the	site	and	discuss	the	location	of	the	main	building.	We	
were	in	complete	agreement	that	the	land	fronting	Kensington	Road	should	be	reserved	for	a	main	oval	and	that	the	
main	school	building	should	be	sited	where	it	is	now.	Mr	Lees	was	determined	that	the	building	should	be	designed	
to	be	in	keeping	with	the	magnificent	Eden	Park	site.	

At	a	much	later	stage	and	after	I	was	no	longer	headmaster	I	believe	it	was	Mr	Lees	who	insisted	that	the	present	
elegant	front	fence	should	be	erected	and	not	the	standard	netting	fences	normally	used	for	school	grounds.”	Mr	
Rooney	Letter	1997

THe educaTion GazeTTe May 15, 1942
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To	begin	with	 students	 traveled	between	 the	Osmond	
Terrace	 site	 and	 the	 new	 Kensington	 Road	 site	 for	
lessons in the new workshops which were opened in 
1952.	 In	 that	year	 the	Art	/Science	block	next	 to	 the	
stables	was	erected	and	an	Air	Cadet	Unit	established	
at school.
The	following	year	 the	Classroom	block	(Western	end	
of	 the	 main	 building)	 was	 opened	 and	 the	 Stables	
refurbished to accommodate a library and canteen.

Work	 by	 the	 school	 community	 on	 developing	 the	
grounds had been in progress since the land was 
acquired.	In	1954	the	back	playing	fields	were	graded,	
cricket nets and tennis courts made.

On	 18th	 March	 1955	 the	 Minister	 of	
Education	 the	 Hon	 Baden-Pattison	 MP	 and	
the	Director	of	Education	opened	the	five	new	
tennis courts.

The	 Parents	 and	 Friends	 association	was	 formed	 and	
the	 following	 year	 Mr	 A	 W	 G	 Martens,	 President	 of	
the	 School	 Council	 from	 1940	 retired.	 Mr	 A	 R	 Moir	
became the new president.
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The	school	connection	with	air	cadets	goes	as	far	back	as	1941	when	there	is	mention	of	“the	
newly	formed	Air	Training	Corps”	(The	Norwood	Junior	Technical	School	Magazine	1941).	With	
several	older	boys	intending	to	join	“as	soon	as	the	opportunity	offers”.

K	Mitchell	The	50’s	became	the	strongest	years	for	post-war	cadet	activity;	The	Korean	War	and	
cold war tension provided a favorable climate while cadets also offered many boys a legitimate 
expression	for	their	interest	in	fighting,	guns	and	exclusively	male	companionship.

The	A.T.C.	membership	grew	to	64	by	1954	(when	the	school	had	an	enrolment	of	353)	and	
enjoyed continuing success in the rifle shooting and athletics sections of inter flight competitions.

Membership	averaged	around	50	until	1959	when	it	is	recorded	in	the	year	book	that	Flt./Lt.	Stone	was	transferred	
to	Nailsworth	leaving	the	group	struggling	with	only	one	officer,	Flt./Lt.	Turner.	Membership	had	dropped	by	the	
end	of	 the	year.	There	is	no	mention	of	 the	A.T.C.	in	subsequent	yearbooks	and	Army	Cadets	replaced	the	Air	
Cadets	in	1961.	

“The	A.T.C.	was	formed	at	this	school	in	the	middle	of	April,	1952,	having	38	boys	with	which	to	start	the	Flight,	
and	4	N.C.O’s,	Corporals	Kirkwood,	Hickling,	Weckert	and	Shaw.

Parades,	consisting	of	 lectures	on	navigation,	armaments,	 service	knowledge,	aircraft	 recognition	and	 rifle	drill	
were held on Tuesday and Thursday afternoons after school.
During	the	May	holidays	8	boys	were	selected	to	represent	the	school	at	a	camp	at	Mallala.
Shooting	at	Keswick	Rifle	Range	was	arranged	for	parade	nights.

1952 year book.
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Increasing	enrolments	and	additions	to	the	size	of	the	staff	meant	that	in	
1956	the	school	was	declared	Class	1	Boys	Technical	School.

The	 increasing	pressure	of	numbers	 required	 that	“temporary	“	wooden	buildings	were	
brought	in,	the	beginnings	of	“Siberia”	the	name	given	to	the	far	flung	wooden	classrooms	
which for many years occupied the area near the back gate of the school adjoining Alnwick 
Terrace.	In	the	next	few	years	the	front	oval	was	planted	and	a	turf	wicket	established.

The	view	of	the	school	as	we	know	it	began	to	materialise	in	1958	when	the	central	and	
eastern	wings	of	the	main	building	were	begun	and	the	whole	school	was	finally	housed	
on one site.
Mr	Cliff	Rooney	the	founding	headmaster,	whose	vision	and	passion	for	the	new	school	
had	brought	it	so	far,	was	promoted	to	Inspector	of	Technical	Schools.	Mr	M	Ryan	was	
acting	headmaster.	Also	that	year	Mr	Eric	Bryce	was	appointed	to	teach	music.

The school choir was formed.
Among	other	purchases	 the	nucleus	of	a	school	orchestra	was	established	 -	6	violins,	2	cellos,	2	 trumpets	and	
clarinets,	1	flute,	8	recorders,	6	music	stands.	The	Jazz	quartet	was	flourishing.

In	1959	Mr	W	Forbes	was	appointed	Headmaster.

“Music	is	beginning	to	live	in	this	school.	The	year	was	devoted	entirely	to	encouraging	interest	in	a	subject	which	
must	have	 interest	and	enthusiasm	to	 live”.	“I	 feel	sure	 that	we	will	gradually	build	a	fine,	wide	and	interesting	
musical	tradition	at	Norwood	Boys	Technical	High	School”.
(Mr	E	Bryce,	December	1958)

“Though	I	had	been	prepared	to	find	something	out	of	the	ordinary,	I	had	not	anticipated	the	magnificent	gums,	the	
pretty creek, the lovely shrub gardens and the bright green oval and hockey grounds. And surrounded by this natural 
beauty, to see such an imposing building under construction seemed almost too good to be true. But of course, a 
school	is	not	the	buildings	and	the	grounds,	it	is	the	people	who	inhabit	it.”

(Mr w ForbeS, ScHool MaGazine 1959)
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The	school	was	officially	opened	by	Hon.	Baden	Pattison	L.	L.	B.,	M.	P.	at	8pm	on	1st	May	and	the	Rooney	Library	
in the eastern wing was also opened.

The new school, now known as Norwood Boys Technical High School, continued to grow and more wooden 
buildings	were	brought	in	to	accommodate	the	enrolment	of	466	boys.	The	first	woman	staff	member,	part-time	
librarian	Miss	Rendell,	was	appointed.	After	presiding	over	 the	official	opening	of	 the	 school,	Mr	Forbes	was	
appointed	Inspector	of	Secondary	Schools	and	was	replaced	as	headmaster	in	July	1961	by	Mr	P	B	Hilbig.

The	following	year	saw	the	appointment	of	two	more	female	staff	-	Miss	Sandra	Heading	(office)	and	Miss	Diane	
Kimber	(laboratory).	“Besides	performing	their	respective	duties	very	ably,	they	have	provided	a	pleasing	feminine	
influence	both	for	the	boys	and	the	staff”.	(Editor	School	Magazine	1962)

As the sixties progressed, change began to overtake the school. The enrolment was growing at a phenomenal rate 
and	links	with	the	past	were	being	broken.	In	1961	and1962	Mr	Bert	Mack	and	Mr	Bill	Fyfe	retired	-	craft	teachers	
who	had	come	to	Osmond	Terrace	Central	School	in	1925	and	1930.

The	enrolment	had	grown	to	655	and	many	new	young	teachers	were	being	appointed	to	the	school.

“A	 figure	 that	 has	 come	 to	be	almost	 a	 landmark	 of	Norwood	Boys’	 Tech	will	 be	missing	 next	 year	with	 the	
retirement	of	Mr	Bert	Mack.	In	his	capacity	of	Senior	Metalwork	Instructor,	he	has	served	the	school	well	since	his	
appointment	in	January	1925.	Many	of	the	fathers	of	the	boys	now	benefiting	from	his	instruction	were	also	taught	
by him.
There are numerous lads from the various Boys’ Homes who are indebted to Mr Mack for aid of all descriptions, 
for he had an especially soft spot for the less fortunate of his students.
We	all	join	in	wishing	him	happiness	and	health	for	many	years	to	come.”

1961 yearbook
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During	 the	60’s	green	uniforms	and	slouch	hats	appeared	at	
the	school.	Army	Cadets	provided	students	with	the	opportunity	
to belong to a group which camped, held mock battles and 
learned about weapons. 

This was balanced with drills, discipline and respect for 
authority seen by many to be desirable at a time when 
traditional roles and values were being questioned.

Cadets	continued	to	be	important	in	the	school,	parades	by	cadets	being	a	regular	
part	of	Anzac	Day	ceremonies	and	of	visits	by	various	officials.

Camps	were	held	at	Murray	Bridge,	Kuitpo,	Woodside,	Cultana	and	at	El	Alamein	 (near	Port	Augusta).	Most	
popular	at	these	camps	were	the	mock	battles,	often	with	other	cadet	units	as	“the	enemy”.
Numbers	varied	from	year	to	year	but	in	1966	there	were	100	cadets	(school	population	743)	this	number	seems	
to	have	been	fairly	constant	with	95	cadets	being	enrolled	in	1970	from	a	school	population	of	567.

In	the	next	few	years	falling	enrolments	and	consequent	loss	of	staff	led	to	the	discontinuation	of	the	Cadet	Corps.	
Activities	were	to	some	extent	replaced	in	the	70’s	by	Outdoor	Education	lessons	and	camps,	which	the	school	was	
able to support with federal government grants to disadvantaged schools.

“The	Value	of	Being	a	Cadet
Many boys unfortunately, complete their schooling without having taken part in some of the additional forms of 
social	activity	available.	Cadets,	on	the	other	hand,	experience	certain	activities,	which	are	an	essential	part	of	our	
preparation to take our places in society. The very nature of day school denies to pupils some of the more intimate 
aspects of communal living, which would help them, develop an ease in mixing socially.

Annual	Camp,	besides	being	a	training	ground	for	military	skills	and	the	development	of	the	skill	of	leadership	and	
communal	tolerance,	is	also,	for	many	boys,	their	first	opportunity	to	practice	self-discipline,	to	rely	upon	their	own	
judgements and, for a time, to be free from parental protection and dominance. As a result of being free of forced 
to	make	decisions	for	himself,	a	cadet	develops	a	sense	of	achievement	and	self-reliance	which	helps	to	develop	a	
strong	moral	character,	tempered	by	understanding	of	other	points	of	view.”

c.u.o.J. VendiTTo, 412 1970 year book
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opTiMiSM and acHieVeMenT

Another	new	head	arrived	in	1964.	Mr	R	M	Macpherson	took	over	a	school	
with	a	population	of	695	boys	and	in	addition	there	were	784	people	attending	
night classes.

It	was	a	busy	year	with	the	opening	of	the	Astronomical	Observatory	by	Minister	
of	Education,	Hon.	Sir	Baden	Pattison.
On	September	16th:	Alderman	A	R	Moir,	J.	P.,	died	-	President	of	the	School	
Council	for	9	years,	council	member	for	21	years.

Two	huge	co-operative	art	projects	mark	this	time,	the	totem	pole	and	the	abstract	
sculpture.	The	large	limestone	sculpture	on	the	flat	was	unveiled	on	October	9th	
by	Mr	G	Roberts,	Principal,	Adelaide	School	of	Art.
The totem pole was carved out of a telegraph pole and painted.

Much of the year was spent on the building of a stage in the upstairs music block 
involving the art and applied electricity departments of the school, essay writing 
and the photography club.

Another	new	headmaster	was	appointed	in	1965.	Mr	Norman	J	Dowdy	was	appointed	headmaster	over	708	
students,	21	classes,	and	a	staff	of	39.

“You	have	magnificent	buildings,	the	best	equipment	money	can	buy,	grounds	and	a	natural	
setting	second	to	none	and	a	fine	body	of	devoted	teachers.	In	other	words	you	have	the	ball	
at	your	feet.	It	is	now	up	to	you	to	make	the	effort	to	score	the	goal”.

Sport was a popular analogy as the school prided itself on its competitive sporting performance with a multitude 
of	teams	finding	success	in	school	and	interschool	competitions.	A	regular	and	popular	event	was	the	staff	student	
matches,	which	were	vigorously	contested.	Corporal	punishment	was	still	a	way	of	life	at	school	and	the	matches	
were sometimes seen as a way of redressing the balance of power.

The more brutal side of a large boys’ school was tempered by the growing status of music as a subject and the 
annual	 school	musical	 concert.	 The	combined	expertise	of	Mr	Bryce	 (music)	and	Mr	Welburn	 (script)	 led	 to	a	
series	of	exceptional	musicals	culminating	in	the	selection	of	“The	Enchanted	Garden”	as	the	1966	Festival	of	Arts	
combined	technical	Schools	production.	In	1968	4th	year	music	students	recorded	an	LP	record	entitled	“Sounds	
Like	Norwood”.
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Anyone approaching the school from Alnwick Terrace to the South must notice the 
observatory	located	at	the	edge	of	the	rear	oval.	In	1960	the	Astronomical	Society	of	South	
Australia	started	having	meetings	in	the	Stables.	In	1961	a	member,	Mr	Rumball	donated	
the steel framework for a dome and arrangements were made to build an observatory on 
land leased from the school. 

The dome of the building is made to rotate and the slit cover to open to allow viewing of 
any part of the sky. The pier supporting the telescope is not attached to the building but 
on a separate foundation to reduce vibration. Members of the society also constructed 
the	telescope	which	was	fork	mounted	equatorially	(that	is	with	one	axis	parallel	with	the	
earth’s	so	that	a	star	can	be	tracked	by	turning	on	only	one	axis).	The	Minister	of	Education,	
the	Hon.	Sir	Baden	Pattinson	opened	the	Astronomical	Observatory	at	a	ceremony	held	
on	February	15th	1964.	

The telescope was primarily used for society meetings with frequent public viewings, including many school groups 
including	the	Norwood	Technical	High	students.	Over	time	the	increased	light	glare	and	growth	of	trees	made	the	
site	unsuitable	for	serious	observing,	in	1989	the	telescope	was	removed	and	an	observatory	established	at	the	
Heights. Transfer of the building was not practicable and it was given to the school.

“As	soon	as	the	telescope	and	associated	CAT	computer	(CAT	=	Computer	aided	Telescope)	was	installed,	we	
had	the	wettest	winter	on	record!	Did	this	dampen	our	enthusiasm!	No!	Did	the	fact	that	every	time	we	asked	the	
Government	to	help	financially,	through	grants	and	the	like,	and	were	refused	each	time	because	of	the	kind	of	
school we were and the kind of parents we have dampen our enthusiasm? No again! But it certainly taught us that 
self-help	is	the	only	way	our	school	is	going	to	get	ahead!”

TreVor Molde, co-ordinaTor oF Science, 1993

In	 1992	 parents	 refurbished	 the	 dome,	 floor,	 and	 outside	 walkway	 of	 the	 observatory.	 It	 was	 rewired.	 With	
the	 advice	 of	 professional	 astronomer	 Dr.	 Terry	 Moon	 a	 new	 computer	 aided	 telescope	 and	 computer	 was	
installed,	purchased	by	the	school	Parents	Club	and	School	Council.	The	telescope	is	a	ten-inch	Meade,	Schmidt	
Cassegranian,	premier	model	with	excellent	light	catching	ability,	overcoming	the	problems	of	poor	visibility	due	to	
city lights. The observatory is used not only as part of the years 8 to 10 Science courses but also in programmes 
offered to outside groups. 
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By	 the	 time	 the	 much-needed	 extensions	 to	 the	 craft	
blocks	 came	 in	 1968,	 the	 school’s	 population	 boom	
was over.

Headmaster	 Dowdy	 retired	 and	 in	 1969	 Mr	 G	 B	
Payne	was	appointed	to	a	school	of	698	students.	This	
dropped	to	an	enrolment	of	316	by	1972	when	new	
headmaster	Mr	J	Deer	announced	plans	for	the	school	to	
be converted to a comprehensive high school.

The announcement did nothing to stem the dropping 
enrolments and when the school was renamed 
Marryatville	 Boys	 High	 School	 in	 1974	 the	 numbers	
had	dropped	to	290.

The following year the amalgamation was announced 
with Kensington and Norwood Girls High School. 
A	 public	 meeting	 was	 held	 in	 July	 to	 clarify	 the	
amalgamation process.

Deputy	Principal	Kevin	Seipolt	was	appointed	
to the new school from Norwood High and 
was given the task of promoting the school at 
all the nearby primary schools.

Advertisements	had	been	put	in	the	Education	Gazette	
requesting applications for the special music programme 
and when Glen McArthur called an extraordinary school 
council	meeting	on	8th	December	1975	he	was	able	to	
report	that“The	calibre	of	applicants	for	the	position	of	
head	of	the	music	school	was	very	high.”	.	
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re-deFininG THe ScHool

New	principal	Glen	McArthur	was	appointed	late	in	1975.	At	the	December	8th	meeting	of	the	school	council	he	
outlined his teaching experience and gave a brief outline of his philosophy. His appointment had been unexpected, 
displacing both principals from the amalgamating schools. 

He	was	 young	 (34)	 and	 had	bypassed	 the	 normal	 channels	 of	 promotion	and	 seniority.	 In	 fact	 he	 had	been	
telephoned	while	overseas	completing	a	Master	of	Arts	Degree	at	London	University.	and	asked	if	he	would	apply	
for the job.

An important part of the plan for the new school was the inclusion of a special interest music 
school	on	the	site.	In	1976	the	school	was	renamed	Marryatville	High	School	and	this	music	
school	was	officially	opened	with	the	performance	by	students	of	two	specially	commissioned	
works	 “Quodlibet”	 and	 “Marryatville	 Fanfare”	 written	 by	 David	 Morgan	 the	 composer/
arranger attached to the Music Branch.

In	1977	the	girls	from	Kensington	Norwood	Girls	High	School	(KNGHS),	moved	to	the	Marryatville	campus	which	
was	undergoing	massive	redevelopment.	In	1978	the	renovations,	including	the	refurbished	Stables	were	officially	
opened	by	Premier	Don	Dunstan.	The	extensions	had	overrun	the	budget	considerably	at	$3	million.	
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The oldest building on the site at this time was the heritage listed stables building, 
built	by	TR	Scarfe	as	part	of	the	Eden	Park	Estate	at	the	turn	of	the	century.	Modeled	
on the royal mews at Balmoral, the building had been used by the school variously 
as a library, canteen, boxing ring and drama rooms.

As part of the refurbishment of the school it was completely redesigned as a 
specialised facility for the special interest music school.

THe STableS aS a MuSic cenTre

Music	teacher	Eric	Bryce	had	a	vision	of	music	as	an	integral	part	of	the	school	back	in	1958,	
he oversaw the purchase of instruments and immediately set up a choir and music ensembles.

“MUSIC.	 Immediate	 aims:	 a	 permanent	 music	 room	 fitted	 with	 desks	 and	 chairs	
and	 used	 exclusively	 for	music;	 the	 hiring	 of	 instrumental	 teachers	who	would	 be	
guaranteed	their	fees	through	the	official	staff/student	sources;	the	recognition	of	an	
interesting examinable music course and the eventual establishment of music in the 
school	on	an	equal	footing	with	that	which	Art	now	enjoys.”	He	was	to	get	his	wish	
with the setting up of part of the stables block as a music room but performances of 
the musicals Mr Bryce created had to be in hired halls.

In	1976	 the	Marryatville	High	School	Special	 Interest	Music	School	was	officially	
opened	but	it	was	not	until	1978	that	they	were	able	to	occupy	the	refurbished	stables	
music centre

FirST MuSic TourS

In	October	1981	 the	 following	article	appeared	 in	 the	Burnside	“News	Review”.	 I	
asked	past	head	of	the	music	school,	Margaret	Lambert	how	the	trip	came	about.

“When	I	became	head	of	music	I	thought	it	would	be	really	nice	to	start	taking	the	kids	
somewhere	and	we	decided	to	take	them	to	Ballarat	to	the	Eisteddfods.	As	long	as	I’d	
been	in	Australia	they	were	highly	thought	of,	I	didn’t	want	to	do	tours	in	Adelaide	to	
avoid	all	this	incestuous,	Adelaide	stuff,	I	wanted	to	take	them	away.	I	hopped	on	the	
train	with	a	couple	of	choirs	one	weekend	and	then	the	following	weekend	I	did	the	
same	trip	with	the	concert	band.”

The	 trip	was	an	unqualified	success	with	 the	31	piece	concert	band	winning	first	
place and the open choral and interim choral returning with second and third 
placings. 
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A	Dump	with	an	Experimental	Plot!	The	new	school	faced	the	massive	task	of	restoring	community	confidence.	The	
old	technical	school	had	become	so	unpopular	that	the	predicted	enrolment	of	year	8	students	in	1975	had	been	
zero.

The new school was a total unknown and the proposed curriculum was so different that it met with resistance from 
parents and some staff already disenfranchised by the changes and amalgamation of departments with those of 
the girls’ school.

Glen	McArthur	set	about	persuading	people	that	his	ideas	would	work	and	creating	a	team	who	could	redefine	
Marryatville	 and	 maximise	 the	 opportunities	 it	 could	 offer.	 The	 school	 was	 granted	 a	 Federal	 Disadvantaged	
Schools	Grant	with	which	to	set	up	a	programme	of	camps	available	to	all,	and	a	well-equipped	outdoor	education	
programme. School sports teams were actively encouraged, as was parental involvement.

The	girls	moved	to	the	Marryatville	campus	in	1977	bringing	the	enrolment	to	440.	In	1979	
there	were	493	students	and	the	enrolment	continued	to	climb.	The	level	of	sporting	competition	
was	raised	with	the	school	entering	into	the	Independent	Schools	Sports	Association	and	the	
Catholic	Girls	Sports	Association.

There	was	a	great	emphasis	on	learning	outside	the	classroom	known	as	The	Fifth	Department	and	this	included	
sport, music, drama, crafts and other clubs and activities as opportunities presented themselves.

The	Swan	Reach	Area	School	became	a	campsite	for	the	school	and	all	students	attended	camps	there.

Mr McArthur was concerned with the public face of the 
school and worked at giving the school an individual image. 
He organised a large rock with brass lettering to proclaim the 
name of Marryatville High at the front gate. 

He created committees to provide artworks and potplants for 
the school corridors and in other ways reduce the institutional 
feel	of	the	place.	In	each	student’s	diary	the	following	notes	
appeared to universally communicate the school ethos. 
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SoMe baSic poinTS oF STyle

Five	enduring	components	of	the	school’s	style	are	crucial	to	our	continuing	health:
1.  The caring, warm and ‘Knowable’ community environment has been a feature of our strivings since the school’s 

inception.	Students	and	staff	enjoy	structured,	but	 less	 remote	relationships	 than	 is	 traditionally	 the	case	 -	 the	
organisation	of	the	school;	is	designed	to	foster	this	-	and	parents	are	seen	as	an	integral	part	of	the	community,	
sharing heavily in decision making, vision sharing and as human resources for many aspects of school life.

2.  A striving for excellence in every facet of school life has been a feature of our style. Academic pursuits of a very 
diverse range, cultural and sporting achievement at the highest level, a striving for excellence in the facilities 
field,	a	restless	search	for	a	supportive	human	relationships	environment	have	all	been	consciously	nurtured	by	
the	school	ethos.	Our	conscious	goal	has	been	to	encourage	each	member	to	achieve	their	best.

3.		There	has	been	a	constant	commitment	to	the	provision	of	a	wide	ranging	co-curricular	life	as	an	integral	part	
of	the	community’s	educational	offering.	The	Fifth	Department	provides	wide	ranging	opportunities	for	students	
to	develop	in	a	recreational	way,	the	skills	which	are	honed	during	lesson	time.	Involvement	in	such	programs	
enriches the experience of each participant immeasurably.

4.		Our	 school	 style	 has	 always	 celebrated	 the	 richness	 available	 in	 tapping	 the	 potential	 of	 a	 structured	 co-
educational environment, and of valuing all participants in the school population, equally. As with the boys, 
girls have always achieved highly and been encouraged to participate in the widest range of academic and 
cultural pursuits, and students with special needs, whether in the emotional or basic skill support areas, or in the 
challenging of peculiar gifts and talents, have always been the target of special effort.

5.		A	feature	of	the	community’s	style	is	the	commitment	to	provide	all	students	with	an	adequate	exposure	to	all	
major	“areas	of	knowledge’.	In	consequence,	the	Arts	and	the	“ways	of	knowing”	associated	with	their	various	
symbolic systems, take their place alongside of the Humanities, the Maths and Sciences and the Technics area 
of	our	curriculum,	as	equal	partners	in	the	junior	years.”

ScHool diary 1989
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“The	school	crest	was	designed	by	a	student	during	1977.	It	was	a	difficult	year	for	all	concerned	with	the	school,	
for not only were we in the throes of forging a single new community out of two proud traditions, but we were doing 
so amidst great discomfort, for a massive physical redevelopment of the site was being undertaken around us. 

The	focal	ingredient	of	the	awesome	red	gum,	actually	sketched	from	the	tree	in	the	north-east	
corner of the front oval, was therefore singularly apt as a guiding symbol for the future school. 

The massive root system reaching deep into the fertile soil, not only paid tribute to the heritage of the two schools 
from	which	a	powerful	unity	was	emerging,	but	pointed	up	the	significance	to	our	students’	futures	of	laying	a	rich	
educational	 foundation.	Over	100	of	 the	awesome	and	majestic	 red	gums	grace	our	 site,	 inspiring	a	serenity	
amongst out community and providing an omnipresent symbolic challenge to strive for the best of which each 
participant is capable.

The gumnut surround not only provides an apt and crisp framework for the design, but hints at the indisputable 
correlation between a quality future for our society and the quality of nurturing which is afforded our young people, 
as the seeds of the future.

The	two	blues	and	white,	adopted	as	school	colours,	have	no	special	symbolic	significance.	They	were	chosen	
for their freshness, for the potential which they had as the basis for an aesthetically appealing appearance and 
because	they	provided	the	basis	for	a	new	start:	Kensington-Norwood	Girls	Technical	High	School	had	featured	
colours	of	green	and	red,	Norwood	Boys	Technical	High	had	used	red,	blue	and	gold	with	grey.”

THe ScHool diary, 1987 
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By	1980	the	enrolment	had	climbed	to	634,	exceeding	the	target	of	600.	The	community	perception	of	what	the	
school could offer and the desirability of sending students there was completely reversed. Aspiring musicians from 
all over the state vied for the 20 places in the special music programme each year. The performances given by 
the	school’s	music	students	at	the	annual	Town	Hall	Concert	helped	to	publicise	and	reinforce	the	public	idea	of	
excellence from Marryatville’s students.

THe ScHool coMMuniTy

The site had become quite run down as the falling numbers had reduced the school’s capacity for maintenance and 
development	and	the	building	works	had	left	a	lot	of	work	to	be	done.	Parents	and	students	were	called	upon	to	
transform	the	site	and	the	annual	“Work	in	Weekend”	came	into	existence.	With	a	lot	of	planning	and	hundreds	
of	volunteer	workers,	an	amazing	array	of	projects	were	completed.	Painting,	paving,	gardening	and	major	works	
such	as	bridging	the	creek,	fitting	out	offices	and	knocking	doorways	through	walls	were	achieved.

As the school grew and its students found success in many facets of achievement not only music 
competition	grew	for	a	place	at	what	was	seen	as	a	“Clayton’s”	college.

The	 need	 for	 an	 indoor	 sports	 facility	 led	 to	 a	 loan	 being	 taken	 out	 with	 the	 Education	 Department	 and	 the	
gymnasium	was	opened	in	1985.	Opposition	to	the	construction	of	the	gym	by	local	residents	meant	that	it	had	to	
be	built	10	metres	closer	to	the	creek	increasing	the	cost	by	50%	due	to	extra	foundations	required.	
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The reputation of the music school continued to rise and to broaden students’ perception of excellence it was 
decided	to	take	a	group	on	a	music	tour	of	Europe.	Extensive	fundraising	meant	that	participation	was	not	limited	
to	the	wealthy	and	a	group	of	41	students	set	off	for	England	and	France.

“The	tour	not	only	improved	my	perception	of	musical	possibilities,	especially	as	they	can	
be handled within school systems, but also my understanding of people, providing a much 
wider	context	than	is	possible	within	the	confines	of	Adelaide,	South	Australia	or	even	
Australia.”

nikki ayreS.

The	music	school	continued	to	seek	opportunities	for	its	students	to	broaden	their	horizons.	In	1989	the	Senior	
Concert	Band,	Jazz	Ensemble	and	Vocal	Ensemble	made	a	concert	tour	to	New	Zealand	and	the	School	
Orchestra	accompanied	the	Adelaide	Ballet	company	in	its	production	of	“Soirees	Musicale”-	Britten	and	
“L’Arlesienne	Suite”-	Bizet.	

Other	playing	engagements	that	year	included	the	Royal	Adelaide	Show,	Adelaide	Band	Festival,	Kensington	
and	Norwood	Library	Launch,Station	5UV	celebrations,	Churches	of	Christ	Women’s	Conference,	Public	Schools’	
Music	Festival,	Government	House	SSABSA	Garden	Party,	several	local	nursing	homes,	kindergartens	and	
churches. 

In	1990	the	school	again	took	a	successful	Music	Tour	to	
Europe	but	it	was	getting	increasingly	difficult	to	obtain	
sponsorship and keep the trip within the reach of all 
selected students. 
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In	 1991	 after	 several	 years	 of	 cuts	 in	 public	
spending on education Glen McArthur accepted 
a	position	as	Principal	of	Wesley	College	Victoria.	
Margaret	Lambert,	Head	of	the	music	school	 left	
soon	after	also	 to	 take	up	a	position	at	Wesley	
College.	

In	1992	Ms	Kate	Castine,	undertook	the	difficult	
task of following the charismatic founding principal 
and	 guiding	 the	 school	 through	 the	 Education	
Department’s	 cutbacks.	 It	 was	 really	 a	 case	 of	
catering for more with less as the enrolment 
continued	to	climb	(938).

eden park ManSion

In	1993	the	school	acquired	Eden	Park	mansion,	built	at	the	turn	of	the	century	by	T	R	Scarfe.
The	building	was	to	be	used	as	a	much	needed	Year	12	centre	but	its	run	down	condition	and	Heritage	status	has	
meant a number of mixed blessings and a permanent place in the list of tasks for the work in weekend.

“Thomas	R.	Scarfe	bought	the	property	in	1899	and	built	his	new	house	on	the	site.	A	fine	place	it	was	to	celebrate	
the	New	Year	of	a	New	Century	in	1900,	Federation	in	1901	and	the	Boer	War	Peace	in	1902.	It	was	of	the	
most modern style and construction and has remained one of the landmarks, although now rather reticent, of this 
city. The materials and workmanship are of the best and the attention to detail outstanding. Not unexpectedly 
hardware	is	of	special	merit	befitting	the	director	of	the	largest	hardware	company	in	the	State”.
Eden	park	of	Marryatville	by	Daniel	Manning	Honorary	Historian	City	of	Kensington	and	Norwood.	

(undaTed council paMpHleT)
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Special inTereST TenniS ScHool

In	1996	the	school	was	designated	a	special	interest	tennis	school.	Students	
who	have	been	 identified	as	having	high	potential	 tennis	ability	 follow	an	
integrated programme of tennis coaching and academic subjects.

THe new MuSic SuiTe

In	1997	the	new	music	suite,	was	opened.
The	Stables	was	identified	in	1979	as	being	inadequate	for	the	needs	of	the	159	students	then	using	it.	Now	the	
more	than	400	students	can	spread	out	into	the	rehearsal	and	teaching	rooms.The	purpose	built	suite	designed	by	
architect Mr Ken Mah was developed in sympathy with the heritage listed Stables building and to take advantage 
of the wonderful views afforded by the red gums on the adjoining flat.

Another	overseas	tour	of	the	School	Orchestra	took	place	at	the	end	of	1997.	This	time	the	destination	reflected	
the awareness of Australia’s place in this region of the world and the tour took students into the schools and homes 
of	Japan.	Again	fundraising	was	difficult	but	billeting	students	and	teachers	with	Japanese	families	made	the	trip	
more affordable.

In	1997	the	school’s	enrolment	was	1013,	the	first	time	more	than	1000	students	had	been	
accommodated at the site. 
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In	2005	 the	new	Performing	Arts	Centre	was	opened.	 This	project	was	 the	 result	of	 twelve	years	of	planning	
and	 fund	 raising	 by	 the	 school	 community.	 The	 project	 was	 a	 tribute	 to	 the	 leadership	 of	 the	 Principal	
Mrs	 Kate	Castine	who	 retired	 at	 the	 end	 of	 2003	 just	 as	work	 on	 construction	was	 about	 to	 get	 underway. 

Site	before	the	construction	of	the	Forge	Performing	Arts	Centre:
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